
Update on Local Health
and Safety Issues

Dear Neighbors:

The Sausalito-Marin City Sanitary District’s mission is to ensure

the safe collection and treatment of sewage, the protection of our

community’s health and safety, and the Bay’s water quality.

We take our responsibility to keep the Bay clean seriously. When

untreated sewage spills happen, they create hazardous Bay

conditions, requiring the closure of beaches and waterways.

We are undergoing essential upgrades to sewage infrastructure to

fulfill our responsibility to prevent these spills and minimize Bay

pollution. Undertaking these repairs now will not only help

protect the Bay and our community, but the cost of doing this

work is low due to the economy.

Like other local agencies, we are under an order from the EPA to

make necessary upgrades and improvements. If we fail to do so,

we could be liable for hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines

and be vulnerable to costly environmental lawsuits.

The next step in this process will include a notice to all ratepayers

about a proposed new rate structure that will ensure we are able

to make required upgrades to keep our community healthy and

safe and our Bay clean.

Thank you,

Bob Simmons

General Manager, Sausalito-Marin City Sanitary District



Our Essential Health, Safety, and Environment

Questions & Answers
Why is this issue important?
Though we’ve made repairs over time, there are portions of our
system that are 30 to 60 years old and deteriorating. We must
upgrade our treatment facilities to improve their capacity and to
avoid dangerous spills of sewage into the Bay.

Due to several recent spills and changing regulations, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has put the SMCSD and
other local agencies under a legal order requiring essential
environmental, health and safety upgrades to local sewer
systems.

What upgrades are being made?
There are a number of upgrades that are being made to our main
treatment facility and the other infrastructure throughout the
District. Projects include:

■ Ensuring the seismic safety of our facilities,

■ Upgrades to pump stations,

■ Repairs to collection systems,



■ Additional odor control improvements,  and

■ Constructing major treatment plant projects to increase wet
weather capacity and to improve operations.

Why are these upgrades legally required?
Without them, our system will continue to age and deteriorate.
This will result in more frequent sewage spills and potentially
larger, more dangerous spills that continue to damage our Bay
environment. If SMCSD fails to comply with the EPA order, we
could face hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines, which
would be irresponsible to ratepayers in today’s economic climate.

Does the community benefit?
Absolutely. Fewer spills of untreated sewage protect the
environment and the health and safety of our community, which
is beneficial to all.

How will SMCSD fund these improvements?
The SMCSD is proposing a new rate structure this summer.
While state and federal governments continue to impose new
regulations and requirements, unfortunately they provide no
funding for these mandates. All rates are legally required to be
equitable– so everyone pays their fair share.



No. 1 Fort Baker Road, Sausalito, CA 94965

For more information visit our website at:

www.smcsd.net


