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Major Upgrades Completed in 2007:
The work completed in 2007 are part of a series of upgrades that began in 2004 that have 
produced significant improvements.

Odor Control — New odor control improvements attained significant odor reduction. 
Occasional incidents of increased odors are caused by portions of the treatment process 
that are still being upgraded.

Vehicle Access Causeway Repair — This provides vehicle access to portions of the treat-
ment plant that are closest to the Bay. It had become corroded by the Bay environment.

Digester Mixing System and Sludge Handling Improvements — These projects 
improve performance and compliance with permit requirements.

Fixed Film Reactor Hydraulic Distributor Replacement — This project replaces a key 
component that had become worn and inefficient, thus reducing treatment performance. 

Underway: A Better  
Wastewater Treatment Plant  

to Serve Our Community
A multi-year, multi-million dollar capital improvement program designed to 
bring the Sausalito-Marin City Sanitary District wastewater treatment plant 
into conformance with strict new regulations is underway. 

However, even as the current round of improvements are being completed, 
the District is initiating planning for more upgrades that will bring the 
plant to even higher quality levels to keep ahead of future demands.

More Projects 
Planned
The following projects 
will complete the current 
phase of improvements 
designed to meet strict 
wastewater treatment 
requirements. 

Chemical Storage 
Improvements — 
Construction is underway 
on new chemical storage 
tanks and other improve-
ments that include a direct 
alarm to the fire depart-
ment. The project will 
allow the use of a new 
chemical that will improve 
the treatment process, 
while increasing safety.

Sludge Dewatering 
Facility — Design is 
underway and construc-
tion is due to begin later 
this year on this project 
that will substantially 
improve the solids portion 
of the treatment process 
and reduce odors.



Keep the FOG  
(Fats, Oil and Grease) 
Out of Your Drains
Grease builds up in pipelines, causing 
clogging and the threat of overflows 
from your laterals and other parts of 
the pipeline collection system. 

How You Can Help — Instead of 
putting grease into your drains, pour 
cooled grease into disposable con-
tainers and put them into the trash. 
And don’t forget to dry wipe pots, 
pans and dishes before washing. 

Working Together to Protect 
Public Health and the Environment 

Inspect and Maintain Your Sewer Lateral
Sewer laterals extend from a home or business to the sewer pipe in the middle 
of the street. Laterals are the property of landowners, who are responsible for 
their maintenance. Many laterals are aging, cracking and leaking. This allows 
stormwater to enter the sewer system and can result in sewage overflows and 
overloading of the treatment facilities.

How You Can Help — You can help by: 

• Have a qualified plumber inspect and, if necessary, repair your sewer lateral.

• Install a cleanout and backflow prevention device to avoid possible over-
flows into your home or business.

• Have the lateral inspected when purchasing a new home or  
commercial building. 

• Ensure that only wastewater from kitchens, bathrooms, the laundry is 
directed into your sewer line.

Winter storms are a challenge for wastewater agencies because 
stormwater flows into manholes and cracks in sewer pipes,  
leading to tremendously increased flows into the treatment plant.

Higher flows translate into treatment challenges and higher costs. 

The District is doing everything it can to meet this challenge, but we 
cannot do it alone. Cooperation with our customers is vital at all 
times of the year, but is particularly needed in winter.  

Backflow 
Prevention Device

Building Cleanout

Lateral Side Sewer 
Landowner’s Responsibility

Install pool covers and pump 
accumulated pool cover rain 
water to the storm water system.

Main Sewer Line 



Working Together to Protect 
Public Health and the Environment 

Dispose of Your Household 
Hazardous Waste At The Marin 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
The District’s treatment process cannot properly remove 
household hazardous waste, such as pesticides, solvents, 
oils and paints.

How You Can Help — Instead of putting household 
hazardous waste into the sewer system, dispose of 
the waste at:

Marin Household Hazardous Waste Facility
565 Jacoby Street in San Rafael

Residential Customers Call 415-485-6806

Commercial Customers Call 415-485-5648

Apply For Grants of Up to 
$1,000 For Lateral Repairs
The District has funds for a limited time to pay up to 50% or a maximum 
of $1,000 toward lateral repairs. The District is especially seeking to apply 
these funds in the Waterfront areas where there is large inflow of saltwater 
from the Bay into cracked laterals.

Call 332-0244 for more information or see our website at SMCSD.net

Don’t Connect Outdoor Drains  
or Gutters to Your Sewer Lateral

Water from storm drains or gutters can overload sewer pipelines and the 
treatment plant, increasing the risk of backups and spills, and raising the 
cost of treatment. 

How You Can Help — Keep storm water out of your lateral: never break 
or open your lateral or a sewer line. Instead, keep the lateral well main-
tained and divert storm water into the street and away from your lateral. 
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Sewer Service Charge  
Increase May be Necessary 
As the District makes additional improvements to its 
sewer system in the face of ever-increasing regulations, 
there will likely be a need to increase revenue by raising 
sewer service charges.

It has been four years since the last service charge 
increase. Over that period, the District has invested over 
$5.8 million in essential treatment plant, sewer pipeline 
and pump station improvements. 

But with Board policy and state law requiring 
ever higher levels of environmental protec-

tion, continued investment is needed. 
Costs continue to rise and the additional 

needed investments combine to cause a 
potential sewer service charge increase.

Before decisions are made about any 
proposed increase, the District will 
conduct a thorough public outreach 
program, including public meetings, 

and provide opportunities for public 
input. We will keep you posted as our 

financial and technical studies progress.   

Round-the-Clock Care by 
Certified Professionals
The District’s treatment plant is managed by state  
certified operators and licensed engineers. 

The District has provided special training to its treatment 
plant operators, and added employees to meet stricter 
operations requirements. 

New staff members will replace retiring workers and 
bring new capabilities to the staff. Among our new com-
ers are (from left to right) Yoshi Uemura, 
Plant Superintendent; Vince Pasquini 
and Jeff Waters, Operators in 
Training, and Kevin Rahman, 
Assistant Engineer.

The District has also brought 
in a nationally recognized 
engineering consultant to 
review operating proce-
dures to ensure they are 
at a high level of efficiency 
and effectiveness.


